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1:
THE PEOPLE

Firstly, I wish to take the opportunity at the Association’s AGM to acknowledge and thank the very generous and professional AARE Committee of 2010/2011
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It is truly a testament to the professionalism and personal qualities of the AARE Committee Members that despite coming from very different learning experiences and religious affiliations we work so harmoniously and effectively together.
Specifically, I wish to acknowledge and thank:

· Ern Azzopardi (Vice President) for so capably stepping in as acting President while I was on long-service leave in the second half of 2010 and for so admirably coordinating and hosting the Awards Dinner at Wesley College.
· John Clapton (Vice President) for his wisdom and creative leadership in our Prayer Service at the Awards Night.

· For both Ern & John in leading the Awards selection process.

· Catherine Plowman (Secretary) for keeping us on task and in keeping the Association Minutes and correspondence so proficiently.
· Alison Hayden (Treasurer) for her generous expertise in managing the Association’s Funds. We continue to remain in action with a healthy bank balance whilst continuing to serve and provide for our membership.

· Brady Williams (Registrar) for his creativity and work in developing and communicating with our membership. Also, for his passion and zeal in driving our involvement with the Commonwealth Prayer Initiative and other activities with the Children’s Ministry Network.
· Margaret Mansfield (National Treasurer) for her knowledgeable service in advising us on financial matters at both National and State levels.
· Margaret Mansfield and Ann Boyer for their generous work in what ever needs to be done and in doing so with such humility and grace. 

… and all Committee members for serving the Association and Members with charity and self-sacrificing and gracious commitment. 

2:
ASSOCIATION EVENTS

Since the last AGM we have held two main events:

(i) 
Thanksgiving Dinner and Awards Night

Thursday 4th November 2010  at Wesley College

The evening comprised:

A short inter-faith prayer service

Dinner & Desert (including beer, wine and soft drinks)
Followed by coffee & presentation of awards

This event has developed into a most collegial evening, not only to:

· share prayer and a meal of thanksgiving and celebration for the culmination of another year


but also to 

· fulfil our role in encouraging and recognising educators in the field of religious and related fields with our annual Merit Awards and recommend those worthy of National recognition to the National AARE.

Recipients of the State Meritorious Service Awards were:


Primary:

· Janine Moore, Assumption PS, Mandurah 
- nominated by Geri O’Keefe
· Sheldon Carey, St Kieran’s, Osborne Park 

· nominated by Red Berson

Secondary



· Paul Kelly, Aquinas College


- nominated by Mark Cummins      

[Lucas Hurley accepted the award for Paul as he had a previous commitment]

Professional

· Christopher Callus, Sacred Heart College
 - nominated by Margaret Mansfield

At this very successful and enjoyable evening, it was appropriate that the educators receiving their Awards of Meritorious Service were honoured as our guests with words of acknowledgment made by their nominators and the presentation of a framed certificate.

(ii) 
2010 National AARE Conference 



“Crossing Borders”, Holiday Inn, Surfers Paradise, Queensland

Wednesday 29 September – Friday, 1st October, 2010


The WA Delegates to National Committee (which meets at the biennial 
National Conference) were 

Ern Azzopardi, John Clapton and Margaret Mansfield.


As acting President, Ern wrote and presented the WA Report for Conference


At the National Committee meeting held during the Conference, 
· Chris Callus was re-elected as one of the two National Vice Presidents &

· Margaret Mansfield was re-elected as the National Treasurer.

Other activities in which AARE (WA) was involved.

The support and endorsement for other organisations and their activities:

· Pray for Schools 



Sunday 30th January

Letters of endorsement to organising group to promote the event with Diocesan Church leaders.
· Passing the Baton 



Saturday 12th February

AARE endorsed the event through Brady Williams

· Commonwealth Prayer Initiative

Leading up to CHOGM, Perth 20th to 27th 






October 2011

Endorse & become a registered supporting Organisation

· Commemoration of Kristallnacht ‘Night Of Broken Glass’ 9th November

Promote schools’ involvement 
· Membership of Council for Christians and Jews – Frank Egan (Aranmore Catholic College) has joined as our representative.
· Chris Callus attended the DAN (Dialogue Australian Network) National Conference in Sydney.
· Representation of religious educators on the Curriculum Council’s Course Advisory Committee for “Religion and Life”.
3: 
Significant Actions and Decisions
a. While the Queensland and Victorian Branches have each decided to develop their own websites; we have retained the www.aare.org.au website and need to develop it as the WA Branch site with links to the National and other State Branches.
b. Although we are due, we have decided not to offer to host the 2012 Biennial Conference.
c. Thanks to Alison’s diligence we discovered that as a State Branch, were de-registered in 2006 by the Associations Section of the Department of Commerce when they had a “big clean out associations”.  They claimed they tried to make contact with associations (us) but if they received no reply then they de-registered the organization (ours). We never received such notification. We have determined it necessary (eg to protect our Committee membership from litigation) to have our registration re-instated and are in the process of doing so.
d. It was confirmed that the WA Branch of the AARE does have our own ABN for WA but are not registered for GST.
e. Related to this, we believe it necessary to 
i. review and amend our State Constitution to better reflect our charter and practice. 
ii. Consider changing the AGM date to coincide with the Association Financial Year as stipulated in the Constitution.
iii. We aim to complete and present these tasks for ratification at next year’s AGM.
f. The National Executive has presented a Paper to the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) regarding the role of religious  education in the developing Australian Curriculum – outcome is pending.
g. Although many religious educators are interested in the AARE, this is not always manifested by them joining as members. Brady has been very successful with his proactive efforts to communicate with former and new members.
h. I attended the European Forum for Teachers of Religion International Conference in Bruges, Belgium in August 2010. I presented workshops on engaging students in addressing the poor and disadvantaged. While there I engaged in discussions with the EFTRE Executive and members with the view of forging links between our two Associations. There was great interest. 
i. CHOGM & CPI (Commonwealth Prayer Initiative)

i. We have been active in promoting the Commonwealth Prayer Initiative within schools

· Children’s Peace Project (completed August 2011) and 

· Project 54 (to be completed October 2011)
ii. and activities within the Commonwealth Christian Assembly, including “Churches Together”  (held in October 2011)
4:
COMING EVENTS

Tuesday, 27th September
4pm @ Aranmore Catholic College


Awards Committee will meet to decide on Awards submissions.


Thursday, 27th October

5pm @ Aranmore Catholic College


Ordinary Meeting


Thursday 3rd November
6pm @ Sacred Heart College, Sorrento




Thanksgiving Dinner & Awards Night 




6:00 pm 
Inter-faith Prayer Service in Chapel – Fra Osca



7:00 pm 
Dinner in the new Staff Room overlooking Sorrento beach






Awards Presentation and Address






- Catered dinner, desert, beer, wine, soft drink, coffee/tea






- $30 / $25 financial members.

5: 
Challenges for the future
(1) 
Making use of the Association website to 
· promote our activities 
· better communicate with and provide a vehicle for our members to share resources
· outline current events 
· house a photo gallery

· archive photos as a record of our activity

· and possibly a password protected section for financial members to access resource and other material.
(2) 
It has been an ongoing intention to actively seek out religious educators in our schools an invite and 
engage with them. With the engagement of Brady Williams as our Registrar this work is well 
underway; we are grateful to Brady for his creativity and work in developing and communicating 
with our membership. Nonetheless, nothing is better than personal contact by 
members.

(3) 
Our intention is to engage more actively with educators from the Universities and non-Christian 
religious traditions. Contact has been made with several university personnel who have responded 
with interest with respect to exploring a relationship with the AARE.  We must confirm what we can 
offer and how we might best go about relating with the Universities.
(4) 
Maintaining productive and supportive relationship with members who have moved on from the 
Association because of retirement, relocation or change in job status; especially our Life Members, 
and Award Winners. Catherine Plowman’s work in developing a data base of Award recipients is a 
useful step forward in doing this.

In conclusion:

It is a privilege to continue my association with the AARE and the inspiring people with in it.
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Chris Callus

State President Australian Association of Religious Education

11th August 2011
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